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~- 'vv5.a: ~ e 3 g l . e  see, t l e x  a n d  read IS inevitably a product -- 

a7 ledst i? part -- of rhe racial, cultural ar.d gender 

identities of those wi-o produce nein's and information cn the 

a i r w a v e s .  The United Church of Christ has always been concerned 

about empowering those from historically marginalized 

co-nunities to be represented f a i r l y  in the media. 

The teLecomunicaLions ind;stry accounts for one-sixth of 

?UT oconomy.  T t , e r e f c r e ,  uha- 1s at stake here is the xhole range 

of i s s u e s  t h a r  acconpzny hirinq and employment. The FCC's orin 

a G , - c  from, 5OC1 shoid i haK o n l y  4.3% of s t a t i o n s  a r e  woren owced 

bcsi- ,esses and less than 3.5% ?re owned by people of color. This 

does a c t  reflect t h e  r e z l i t y  of our increasingly r n u l c i - c u l t u r a l  

s o c i e t y .  ?or us, it is a quest~ior: of justice. 

r i ~ .  i - 

We must Iezzn from w n a t  hias beer happening in rad;o since 

tb.e p a s s a g e  9 5  t5.e T c l e c c ~ ~ u n i ' ~ j t i o n s  Act of 1996. T n e  wave ?f 
- _.nso;iclztion ,, fcrces ccmpanies to choose between bein5 buyers 

,and srllers. a e c a a s e  minority- and wonen owned companies are 

g e r : e r a l l y  s ~ . z l l e r ,  and k a v e  u n u s u a l l y  difficult times raisinq 

capltaL, t . h e y  nave generally h a 3  so sell. With one ma132 

e x c e p t i c n  (RacicOnej, ~ h a r  has beer. r b e  eYperience ir. r a d i o  

sLr,Ze 1996. 

Recent e x p e r i e n c e  n a y  indicate that L e c h n o l o g y  m;y not be 

:he p a n a c e z  f o r  g i v i n q  r;oLce rne j -o ice iess .  ~nstead, it m a y  

b.2 : s s i  the spposit?: t h e  v e h i , z l e  t+ ; rough .  wnizh the ~ r f o r m a ~ i c n  

mailto:chaser@ucc.org


Ln 1963, tns  K s r n e r  Conmiss io r  c h a r g e d  t h e  b r o a d c a s t  

~ p,:.dus:ry with sssci,3i r s s p o n s i b i i i t y  In our r . a t l o n ' s  movement 

t w a r d  t w o  societies, s e p a r a t e  a n d  u c e q u z l ,  w h i c h  i s  why t h e  

, h r ? a d c a s t  i r d d s t r y  h a s  b e e n  h e l d  t o  a h i g h e r  s t a n d a r d  f o r  

d i ; e r s i t y  r e c r u i t m e r i t  a n d  hiring. What we s a y  a b o u t  o u r s e l v e s  on 

t h e  a i r w a ' ; e s  is s r i ~ i c a l  t o  o u r  w e l l b e i n g  a s  a n a t i o n  a n a  our 

u n - e r s t a n d i c g  of k n c  w e  a r e .  

P. r e c e n t  szudy b y  the F o r d  F o u n d a t i o n  a f f i r m e d  t h a t  loczl 

TIj i s  tie m a j o r  s o u r c e  of news b y  A m e r i c a n s ,  b y  m o r e  t h a n  a 2:l 

rnarqlr ,  ove i  it5 c l o s e s t  c o m p e t i t : r .  C l a i r m  t h a t  r e l a x i n g  

Ddnership czps 1: er.hance d i r r e r s i r y  i s  c o u n t e r - i n t u i t i v e .  The 

wht,le p o i r , r  c f  reculatory pcllcy i s  t o  do w h a t ' s  b e s t  f o r  t h e  

pe.,pLc -- ci i l  -,. .,.e p e o p l e .  We ? r e  n .a t  s a y i n g  t h a t  m z r k e c p l a c e  

va lues ,  u h 1 ~ c h  5; domin ; t e  t h e  debaye t o d a y ,  a r e  i n v a l i d .  R a t h e r ,  

:we c l a i m  t h e y  azr3 ~ . ? s u f i i c i e n :  for r i l e  p u b l i c  g o o d .  We call dpor. 

t :~.e FCC to e x e r c i s e  -ts c o n 5 r e s s i o n a l l y  m a n d a t e d  a u t h o r i t y  and 

s i t  p o l i z i s ~  bised cot on econa7 ic  e f f i c i e n c i e s ,  b u t  on t h e  

p u b l i c  i n t e r e s : .  



F?: nore ti;i^n 20 i , ~  ";=a's, - t h e  C f f i c e  cf C = m . u n i c a t i o n  of the 

U n i t x l  Cnri:ch cf Chris:, Inc. nas advocated 3n b e h a l f  of 

h i 5 t 3 r i c z l l y  'Irder-r~prtsented g r ~ u p s  to he19 ensure access to 

ds:is:or.-nakinc pcs:ti=ns i?. ti;e media. The relaxation of 

o w r e r s h i p  r x l e s  limits ?~versity and adds to t h e  b u r d e n  cf m e d i a  

i .w? .ersh ip  and cucision-raking by women, p e o p l e  of color, 

1 i :gu i s : i c  micorisies and o t h e r s  who s e e k  a p u b l i c  voice in o u r  

society . 


